Diary Entry of Robert Ode

[image: image1.png]Nov.4, 1979: Since I wasn’t sure whether we were expected to work at the Consular Secti
view of what the Charge had told me last evening, I went to the office just the same at 7:
had quite a bit of work to do anyway. When I got there, however, I found that everyone was
coming to work as usual but we were not open t0 the general public. About 9:00 I was in my
office when a young American woman, apparently the wife of an Iranian, was shown into my
office as she wanted to obtain her mother-in-law’s Iranian passport that had been left at the
Consular Section a day or so before for a non-immigrant visa. Just as I was talking to her in an
attempt to find out to whom the passport had been issued, when it was left with us, etc., we were
told by the Consul General to drop everything and get up to the second floor of the Consular
Section. I really didn’t know what was happening but was told that a mob had managed to get
into the Embassy Compound and, for our own protection, everyone had to go upstairs
immediately.

Inoticed that the Consul General was removing the visa plates and locking the visa
stamping machines. I went upstairs with the American woman and could see a number of young
men in the area between the rear of the Consular Section and the Embassy CO-OP store. We
were told to st on the floor in the outer hallway offices. A Marine Security Guard was present
and was in contact with the main Embassy building (Chancery) by walkie-talkie. After an hour
or 50 we could hear that the mob, which turned out to be student revolutionaries, were also on the
walkie-talkie. The Marine Guard then advised that we were going to evacuate the Consular
Section.

‘There were some visitors on the second floor in the Immigrant Visa Unit and the
American Services Unit. I was asked to assist an elderly gentleman, either an American of
Iranian origin or an Iranian citizen, I don’t know, since he was almost blind and was completely
terrified, and to be the first one out of the building. When we got outside he was met by a
relative who took him away in his car. The students outside the Consular Section appeared to be
somewhat confused at that point and the Consul General and about four other American
members of the Consular Section, of which I was one, started up the street with the intention of
going to his residence. When we were about 1 % blocks from the Consular Section we were
surrounded by  group of the students, who were armed, and told to return to the Compound.
When we protested a shot was fired into the air above our heads.

It was raining moderately at the time. We were taken back to the Compound, being
pushed and hurried along the way and forced to put our hands above our heads and then marched
to the Embassy residence. After arriving at the residence I had my hands tied behind my back so





[image: image2.png]tightly with nylon cord that circulation was cut off. T was taken upstairs and put alone in a rear
bedroom and after a short time was blindfolded. After protesting strongly that the cord was too
ight the cord was removed and the blindfold taken off when they tried to feed me some dates
and I refused to eat anything I couldn’t see. I strongly protested the violation of my diplomatic
immunity, but these protests were ignored. I then was required to sitin a chair facing the
bedroom wall. Then another older student came in and when I again protested the violation of
‘my diplomatic immunity he confiscated my U.S. Mission Tehran LD. card. My hands were
again tied and 1 was taken to the Embassy living room on the ground floor where a number of
other hostages were gathered. Some students attempted to talk with us, stating how they didn’t
hate Americans--only our U.S. Government, President Carter, etc. We were given sandwiches
and that night I slept on the living room floor. We were not permitted to talk to our fellow
hostages and from then on our hands were tied day and night and only removed while we were
cating or had to go to the bathroom.





APPARTS ANALYSIS CHART

	Analytical Questions
	Answer and Evidence

	Author: Who created the source?


	

	Place: Where and when was it 

                created?


	

	Prior Knowledge: 

               What do you already know 

                    about it?
	

	Audience:  For whom was this

                         source created?
	

	Reason: Why was this source

                     produced?   
	

	The Main Idea: 

            What point is it conveying?                       

                         
	

	Significance: Why is this 

                              source important?


	


