Mid 1800’s Cultural Ch-Ch-Ch-Changes
Transcend your beliefs, man!


During the 1800’s, as the first generation of American born citizens came of age, we begin to see signs that define American culture. The influences of these events, and people, establish our identity as a nation.


IN this same tradition as these American writers, you will be retelling tales of these people and beliefs in song. Whereas we are not all musicians (or musically inclined at all), we will pull a “Vanilla Ice” and simply “sample” the music from an already established song off the radio (or your I-pod).

How to get an A+:
· Pick a pretty sweet song in which to set your lyrics

· Write out 3 original versus and a refrain (that is the part of the song that gets repeated over and over again) that replace the existing lyrics to that groovy song (this should be at least 40 non repeating lines).
· Reference (use the vocabulary word or persons name) and show an understanding of at least 6 cultural concepts (people, events, beliefs) from the mid 1800’s (mentioned in your book Chapter 8, sections 2-4).

· Write it all down:

1. your original lyrics


2. the song and band you “sampled” from; 
3. the lyrics of the original song (explicit lyrics replaced with $%&*#@*). *Your lyrics should flow with the beat and sound of the original song (count the  

               beats and syllables and make it match)

You can pick one of the following options (not all) for extra credit:

· Extra Credit Opportunity 1 (+10 pts) Record the song to be played for the class (you must sing or rap it (no talking), with the song in the background)

· Extra Credit Opportunity 2 (+10 pts) Sing the lyrics you wrote to the class (with appropriate music in background)

· Extra Credit Opportunity 3 (+20 pts) Record the song to be played for the class (you must sing or rap it (no talking), with the song in the background) Create a music video (live action or collage of pictures) that corresponds with the message of your song.

· If by chance you wish to write an original musical score with your original lyrics you must understand that I will have no idea what it would sound like and this would require that you choose one of the extra credit options with the assignment

Due Date: ____Monday, 1/5/15_
*If you are absent project must be emailed to me (collisonc@peabody.k12.ma.us by Monday, 1/6/14 to receive full credit. (remember that all emails are time stamped)
**I will drop your grade 10% per day after that and no extra credit will be given.
Your assignment will not be accepted after ___Friday, 1/9/15_____.

**You will be given two days to work on this in class
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Rubric checklist
	Potential Pts
	Awarded Pts
	Criteria

	15 pts
	
	Do I have 40 or more non repeating musical lines (3 original versus and chorus)

	30 pts
	
	Do I have at least 6 different cultural references (people, events, beliefs) of the 1800’s?

_________cultural reference     _________cultural reference

_________cultural reference     _________cultural reference

_________cultural reference     _________cultural reference

	30 pts
	
	Have I demonstrated to Mr. Collison (or some outsider) that I have knowledge of those cultural references (besides the vocabulary definitions)
_____________________________________cultural reference   _____________________________________cultural reference _____________________________________cultural reference   _____________________________________cultural reference _____________________________________cultural reference            _____________________________________cultural reference            

	15 pts
	
	Did I include a typed copy of the lyrics?
Did I include the name and song of the band I used?

Did I include the lyrics of the original song?

	10 pts
	
	Not only can I take pride in my work, but the material I turned in looks like I have taken pride in my work. 


This will count as your TEST grade for chapter 8 

