Contemporary Affairs – Mr. Collison

Weekly Presentation 
Objective:

Students (in pairs) will research a current ongoing news story and become experts on the subject.  Each group will then educate that subject to their peers and facilitate an engaging class discussion that allows the entire class a chance to express their thoughts and opinions.

Overview:

This assignment exists to help you become experts on a current event that interests you, but also to practice your facilitation skills.  In pairs a group will prepare a short homework assignment (an article about the topic with no more than 5 questions) that everyone will complete the night before your presentation.  Presentations must last at least 20 minutes, but may go longer.

I will use the attached rubric to grade this assignment which will include the following criteria:

· Choice of Topic – the topic must be an active issue within the 7-14 days before your presentation (it may go back further, but must still be current and relevant.)  Example:  The Newtown shooting happened in December 2013, but gun control continues to be a major issue. 
· Sources – you are an expert on the topic, therefore you must demonstrate proof of research on this topic.  This should include a list of your sources you used in your research.  The article you have chosen for the class to read should be included here.  You will turn in this list on the day of your presentation.  
· HW Article and questions - In order to have a worthwhile discussion the class must be informed.  Therefore the class must be prepared.  You must provide an article for the class to read.  The article chosen must be short enough to read in less than 10 minutes.  Include questions to be answered (keep it under five) that provoke the readers to be insightful during your presentation.  The article and questions are due 2 days before you present so that I have the time to make copies for the class as needed.  

· Research – Turn in your research notes.  Under sources you have told me where you got your information, but I also want your information turned into me.  To be clear I do not want your scribbles, please make it neat. 
· Facilitation of discussion/presentation – your discussion must be 20 minutes in length.  Your presentation should be engaging, and what you present should be organized and easy to follow.  This is your class and a goal is to engage everyone, so feel free to use rules that help you reach this goal (ex.  You can only speak a second time after everyone has spoken)  

I know you are not all teachers and this may be a first for you.  I do not expect perfection, but I do expect a solid effort.  
Of note:

· Be courteous to facilitators.  This is a quarterly event so you will be up there again.  Class participation is a part of your grade.  

· Be sure to do your homework, again this is part of your overall grade but will also prepare you to be a part of the larger discussion

· Be present.  You have a partner that will go on without you.  You will be given another topic to complete on your own for your grade.  

· Be responsible.  You may have questions.  Ask them BEFORE the day of your presentation.  It will affect your grade if you have major questions the day of your presentation.   
· Have fun.  Choose a fun topic.  However keep it to important political or social issues.   Sports and entertainment should be avoided unless an issue arises that crosses over into larger social issues.  

· FOLLOW THE RUBRIC!!!!!!
